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THE PORTRAYAL OF CLASS STRUGGLE IN VICTORIA AVEYARD’S NOVEL 
“RED QUEEN” 
 





This study is aimed to describe the social condition and distinction in Victoria 
Aveyard’s novel Red Queen. The research question of the study is “How is class struggle 
represented symbolically in Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard?”. There are two sources of data 
in this study, they are the Red Queen novel by Victoria Aveyard as primary data and 
supported by other studies as secondary data. The data is collected through reading and 
understanding carefully the novel, identifying the symbols which referred to social class 
representation in the novel, identifying the data and grouping it in catalogue based on specific 
headings. Technique of data analysis is done through presenting the data, describing the data, 
interpreting the data, and concluding the data. The findings of this study showed that Red 
Queen novel portrayed two social classes in society. Red symbolizes the Rednecks in the 
United States as the working-class or proletariat and Silver symbolize the bourgeoisie or rich 
capitalist people. This social distinction then creates class struggle that leads the working-
class to free from the exploitation of capitalists. 
  





In everyday life, it can be seen that there are differences in wealth, power, and status. 
Some groups have higher status and greater privilege than others. This system is also known 
as social stratification. In an unequal social system, there is often unfair treatment directed 
against certain individuals or social groups. But in today’s society, this social stratification 
between one class and another is no longer seen but does not mean it is gone. The social 
stratification or class distinction still exists; it is sometimes portrayed, mentioned, or 
represented symbolically in mass media or literature works. The social stratification or class 
distinction still exists; it is sometimes portrayed, mentioned, or represented symbolically in 
mass media or literature works. According to Rene Wellek and Austin Warren (1977:89) 
literature is a social institution, using as its medium language, a social creation. 
 One of the literature works that symbolically represent a class distinction and class 
struggle is a novel entitled Red Queen. Red Queen novel is a novel written by Victoria 
Aveyard and was published back in the February 2015. . Red Queen tells about a young girl 
named Mare Barrow who was born and raised in the Kingdom of Norta, which is 
characterized by a sharp class divide. The silvers, who have silver blood, they have the 
superpower and live lives of glamour and riches. And then Reds, who have red blood, they 
are the poor class and live in poverty in villages separated from the silver society.  Mare 
barrow lives with her family, her mother, her younger sister, Gisa, who has job as an 
apprentice to a seamstress, and her father, who uses a wheelchair and iron lung because he 
came home injured from war and Mare’s three older brothers, Bree, Tramy, and Shade, are 
not home because they, too, have been conscripted to act as faceless bodies in the ongoing 
war. Mare brings stolen goods to her family’s home every day. The war has been raging for 
over a hundred years on the border of Norta, and as the lower society, the Reds provide the 
Silvers with the human fuel to keep their war going. 
Looking at the character of the Silver, Red, and woman above, it can be seen that 
these are not simply just characters in the story, but it reflects the class of the social life in the 
United States. Silver is referred to white society and Red is symbolized the poor white as the 
part of American society. The writer assumed that Red Queen novel is a depiction of social-
culture condition that happens in the USA, which is the class distinction between the silver 
society which the writer find as a symbol of white or upper white people and Red society that 
symbolized the poor white people. The lower class society which is Red has to live as 
Silver’s servant who has superpower to exploit the workers. These characters in sum 
representing the class struggle symbolically in the United States. 
According to Resnick and Wolf (1985: 16) Class struggle leads to the incessant 
strengthening of the proletariat. This tendency must result the constitution of the proletariat as 
the dominant class (dictatorship of the proletariat). Marx insists upon what makes for his 
originality, namely: the idea that class struggle necessarily leads to the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, and that this dictatorship only constitutes the transition to the abolition of all 
classes and to a classless society. 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This study used descriptive qualitative method. According to Auerbach and 
Silverstein (2003), Qualitative research is research that involves analyzing and interpreting 
text as well as interviews in order to discover meaningful patterns descriptive of a particular 
phenomenon. The qualitative method was a research procedure which result in descriptive 
data including written and oral word from the research objectives whether it is from society 
or books. This method intended to describe the representation of social class condition that 
reflected in the novel Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
a.  Proletariat 
According to Karl Marx (1887), proletariat is a class of people who earn their living 
through labor. The proletariat is the social class that does not have ownership of the means of 
production and whose only means of subsistence is to sell their labor power. 
 
The market deflates, with everyone closing up their stalls for the day. The 
merchants are distracted, careless, and it’s easy for me to take whatever I want 
from their wares. By the time I’m done, my pockets bulge with trinkets and I’ve 
got an apple for the road. Not bad for a few minutes’ work. (Chapter 1, Page 7) 
  
On this data, Mare Barrow as the main character describes about her living 
environment. She describes that her fellow society which is called Red in this book is a 
working class, it can be seen that on the sentence “everyone closing up their stalls for the 
day.” This means that Mare fellow red society is working class or known as proletariat. They 
work as a merchant to sell things.  
And also, in this data, at the end of the sentence Mare said “Not bad for a few 
minutes’ work” so it can be concluded that Mare Barrow who is the main character in this 
novel is also the proletariat or the working class because the word “work” refers to someone 
who does the activity involving mental or physical effort done in order to achieve a purpose 
or result. And this means that Mare Barrow as the main character in this book satisfied with 
her achievement after works. The kind of works that proletariats do is different with the 
works of capitalist. The proletariat people works hard and do the labor to fulfill their needs 
while the capitalist works just to achieve something without have to try hard.  
 
Compared to the society in United States, there is one class called or known as white 
trash and Rednecks. In society, white trash live in southern of America and known as the 
white working class, they are living deep in the swamps in countryside and working in the 
mills. 
 
Our house is small, even by Stilts standards, but at least we have a view. 
(Chapter 2, Page 17) 
 
The lower or working class did not get the best treatment like the upper class or 
capitalist got. And on this data, Mare Barrow as the main character said that she with her red 
family just live in a small house not like the silver society who live in a castle or in a big 
house. 
 
On the data above, the writer finds that there is an economic inequality where there is 
an unequal distribution of income and opportunity between reds and silvers. The silvers as 
the capitalist live in palace or in a big house, while the reds who do the labor just lives with 
their fellow red society in a small house in a countryside. 
 
 The writer finds out that the capitalist bourgeoisie are mercilessly exploiting the 
proletariat. Reds society in this novel portrays that they work day and night for the silvers but 
are not paid enough wages or good treatment. The works of reds are abused for great wealth 
by the silvers as the capitalist and the reds do not get any benefit from their labor. The writer 
finds that this data portrays the minority and poverty of white trash in United States. People 
of white trash also live in a small house with their family and working to fulfill their needs. 
 
“I mean you’re going to be working long hours here. I don’t know who hired 
you or what they told you about the job, but it starts to wear on you. It’s not all 
changing bedsheets and cleaning plates. You have to look without seeing, 
hear without listening. We’re objects up there, living statues meant to 
serve.” She sighs to herself and turns, wrenching open a door built right into the 
side of the gate. “Especially now, with this Scarlet Guard business. It’s never a 
good time to be a Red, but this is very bad.” (Chapter 6, Page 53) 
 
“You serve the king now.” (Chapter 6, Page 54) 
 
On the data above, as a Red who represents the proletariat or the working-class, Mare 
Barrow is told by her fellow reds that already work in the castle before her saying that she is 
going to serve king now. Mare barrow will work for hours and hours and do all what the 
silvers as the capitalist want. Such as changing the bed sheets and even cleaning plates.  
 
Besides do all the works, they have to work without seeing and listening. It means 
that they have to bow their head and not look to the Silvers face. Also, Mare Barrow has to 
work without listening. It means that she has to serve the kings as the silvers or capitalist and 
his family without paying attention to what they are doing and what they are talking about. 
 
 Mare Barrow as the main character in this case has to be careful while serving the 
royal family. This data represents that the working-class or also known as the proletariat 
dedicating their life to serve the capitalist and it is a must. They do not have power to control, 
because they are controlled by the capitalist society itself.   
 
b. Bourgeoisie 
 The bourgeoisie or capitalists are the owners of capital, purchasing and exploiting labour 
power, using the surplus value from employment of this labour power to accumulate or 
expand their capital. In their Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels explain 
that bourgeois is a synonym of capitalist because both are the owners of the means of social 
production and the employers of wage labor (1967:79). 
 
We don’t get seats here, just long concrete benches, but the few Silver nobles 
up above enjoy cool, comfortable boxes. There they have drinks, food, ice 
even in high summer, cushioned chairs, electric lights, and other comforts 
I’ll never enjoy (Chapter I, Page 10) 
 
On this data, Mare Barrow describes the special treatment for what silver society as 
the capitalist get. They are treated like a king. They have drinks, food to eat, ice to lower the 
heat of summer days, etc. while for Mare Barrow, her friends Kilorn, and her fellow reds that 
comes from the lower society do not get any special treatment like what silvers get. She with 
her fellow red society just sits in long concrete benches. 
 
This data represents the bourgeoisie as the capitalist exploits the lower class to 
accumulate and expand their capital. The Silvers are abusing their power to oppress the reds 
as the proletariat people by using their wealth. 
 
From this height I can see a few boats heading upriver, proudly flying their 
bright flags. Silvers. They’re the only ones rich enough to use private 
transportation. (Chapter 2, Page 17) 
 
 On the data above, Mare barrow describes that she sees what the Silver society as the 
bourgeoisie can do. They have everything what the red society that represents the proletariat 
people does not have. It can be seen when Mare Barrow said the “Private transportation”.  
 This data shows that the bourgeoisie exploit the Reds as the proletariat to works so they 
can create and reproduces something and make profits for the capitalist people, for example 
from the data it can be seen that the transportation is created by the proletariat people but 
used by the capitalist.  
 The profits and benefits from the product that have already been created by the 
proletariat people are taken by the capitalist. The capitalist just uses the machines that are 
already created for them and let the working part to the proletariat because capitalist think 
that is what proletarian people do. 
 
In the square, a gleaming black transport waits for us. Four wheels, glass 
windows, rounded to the ground—it looks like a beast ready to consume 
me. (Chapter 6, Page 52) 
 
From the data above, Mare barrow describes the fancy things that the silvers as the 
capitalist have. In this data, it can be seen that the silvers have a gleaming black transport 
with four wheels and glass windows rounded to the ground.  
 
The data above shows that besides controlling everything, from the production and 
human exploitation, the Silvers that are portrayed as the  capitalist class also have power to 
take control the modern technologies that the working-class or proletariat do not have. It is 
impossible for the working class to live their lives with fancy things because they do not have 
power nor money to buy themselves all the fancy stuff as the capitalist has. 
 
c.   Class Struggle in Capitalist Society 
 
In the Red Queen’s novel, the writer found about the class struggle in which the 
proletariat as the lower class struggles against the bourgeoisie or the upper class oppression 
and exploitation.  The class struggle happens because the Red society as the proletariat in this 
book always gets treated poorly and unfairly from the Silver class as the bourgeoisie. 
According to Bukharin (1969), Class struggle is the term that used to describe when the 
oppressed class realizes that they are being oppressed and stand against the opposed class. 
Class struggle is a struggle in which one class has entered into action against the other class. 
 
As intimidating as the royals seem, they’re nothing compared to 
the guards who follow them. Even though I’m a Red born in mud, I 
know who they are. Everyone knows what a Sentinel looks like, 
because no one wants to meet them. They flank the king in every 
broadcast, at every speech or decree. As always, their uniforms look like 
flame, flickering between red and orange, and their eyes glitter behind 
fearsome black masks. (Chapter 6, Page 59) 
 
On the data above, Mare Barrow describes about the royal guards known as Sentinel. 
Mare describes that she and her fellow Reds who work in the palace feel intimidated by the 
appearance of these sentinels. Mare Barrow also states that even though she is not from the 
silver society she knows very well that the guard of the capitalist class called sentinel is very 
strong, they always seem intimidating for the lower class and no one wants to meet them.  
 In this data, the writer found the struggle that the red society or lower class is struggling 
because they have to feel intimidated by the power of the capitalist royal guard. The writer 
found that in this data it portrays the social condition of white trash or rednecks in United 
States. The term of Rednecks itself first recorded used in 1890’s and refers to poorer 
inhabitants of the rural district, men who work in the field, as a matter of course, generally 
have their skin burned red by the sun, and especially is this true of the back of their necks. 
The data implied Red was born in mud, this symbolize Rednecks were poor and living in 
countryside far from the city. People of Redneck were symbolized as the poor white and live 
separated by the rich people in the city.  
 
Their skills are even more frightening than their appearances—elite warriors from 
different Silver houses, trained from childhood, sworn to the king and his family for their 
entire lives. They’re enough to make me shiver. But the 
High Houses aren’t afraid at all. (Chapter 6, Page 59) 
 
In this data, Mare Barrow as the main character describes about the power and skills 
that the Silver society as the upper class have. Mare describe that the skills of the silvers are 
more frightening than their appearances. In this data, the writer found that Mare Barrow from 
the proletariat class who works for the royal family is struggling and intimidated by the 
capitalist appearances that it makes her scared and it even getting worse when Mare Barrow 
knows the special power and skills that the silvers as the capitalist class have. Mare Barrow 
also states that their super powers are enough to make her shivers.  
 
The writer found that in this data, represents the social and racial tension in United 
States between the capitalist and Rednecks. The data describes that the skills and appearances 
of capitalist are enough to make Mare as the working-class shiver. This can be compared to 
the people of Rednecks in United States that are also intimidated by the capitalist appearances 
that come from the riches. Rednecks are known from the poor working-class as they opposed 
the rich man as the capitalist who wore expensive things while the Redneck itself cannot 
afford the same thing.  
 
“The Scarlet Guard—and all our enemies—are being dealt with!” Tiberias 
rumbles, his voice echoing out among the crowd. It silences them like the crack 
of a whip. (Chapter 6, Page 60) 
 
In this data, Tiberias as the king who rules the silvers or capitalist society mentioned 
that every Scarlet Guard, which a group of people from the proletariat or the red society that 
do not want to follow the king or the bourgeoisie rules and all of the silver society enemies 
are being dealt with. In this case, the enemies from the capitalist class which is the red society 
will get punished to death for them.  
 
In this data, the writer found that the people from the red society or the proletariat that 
do not follow the king's rules are struggling against the capitalist because they do not have 
powers that the silvers society have. In this data also implied that the people from the Reds 
try to find a way out of the oppression of the Silvers, they made a group and named 
themselves as a Scarlet Guard. 
 
This Scarlet Guard group then makes their movement and tries to make a revolution 
and rebellion towards the intimidation of capitalist people who treated them differently. Reds 
want to free themselves by escaping the Silvers society exploitation.  
 
  This data showed the Scarlet Guard as the Reds movement to free themselves from 
the capitalist can be compared with the Rednecks movement in United States. In 2009, 
Rednecks made their move known as Redneck Revolt. This movement is mostly having the 
same purpose with the Scarlet Guard; they are built to destroy the unequal system of 
capitalist and support economic equality. The writer found and conclude that Scarlet Guard 
symbolize of Redneck Revolt movement is because besides they have the same purpose to 
destroy the inequality, they were both located in United States as Scarlet Guard took a story 
in a Kingdom of Norta which the writer found as a abbreviation of North America in United 
States and Redneck Revolt itself is a movement that basically formed and founded in Kansas, 
United States.  
 
The electricity, the Silvers, and the shouts blur in my head as I watch nymphs 
and greenys, swifts, strongarms, telkies, and what seems like a hundred other 
kinds of Silver show off beneath the shield. Things I never dreamed possible 
happen before my eyes, as girls turn their skin to stone or scream apart walls 
of glass. The Silvers are greater and stronger than I ever feared, with powers I 
never even knew existed. How can these people be real? 
I’ve come all this way and suddenly I’m back in the arena, watching Silvers 
display everything we are not. (Chapter 7, Page 65) 
 
  
On the data above, Mare Barrow from the proletariat class describes that the Silvers 
or the bourgeoisie class is greater and stronger that she ever feared with the powers that she 
never even knew existed. It means that in this data, the writer found that Mare Barrow from 
the red society or the lower class who has no power against the capitalist is struggling and 
intimidated by the silvers power. Those powers and skills the writer found as symbolize of 
rules that the capitalists create to take control of the poor proletariat people. The silvers used 
their power to scare and intimidated the Reds. The capitalists’ powers can be symbolized as a 
weapon for proletariats to follow their rules that they have made. In society today, the silvers 
can be compared to the capitalist in United States; they are stronger because they controlled 
everything such as the government and administration while Rednecks people treated 
differently as the working-class.  
 
Tiberias’s face cracks into a grim smile. Like the queen, his teeth are blindingly 
white. “Oh, but I do, my dear. For the first time in your rudimentary little life, you 
have a purpose.” The jab feels like a slap across the face. “Here we are, in the 
early stages of a badly timed rebellion, with terrorist groups or freedom 
fighters, or whatever the hell these idiotic Red fools call themselves, blowing 
things up in the name of equality.” (Chapter 8, Page 81) 
 
In this data, it shows that king Tiberias describes about the rebellion he called as a 
terrorist groups or freedom fighters. King Tiberias is afraid about the Reds who finally 
started their rebellion and made their own group; Tiberias also said that those Reds blowing 
things up in the name of equality.  
 In this data, the writer found that Tiberias is afraid of the rebellion that is caused by the 
class consciousness of reds, because they are now conscious of their state of being unequal in 
the society thus the rebellion starts and it makes Tiberias afraid of them. The writer found 
that this data also represented the Rednecks revolution that they made groups named Redneck 
Revolt to free from the oppression of capitalists and to claim equality.  
 
 Related to class struggle theory, Karl Marx finds out that the working-class people as 
the oppressed class would fight the capitalist as the oppressors’ for their future freedom and 
makes a better society for everyone. Marx states that the Capitalist is exploiting the 
proletariat to take control and to rule and create a great wealth for the capitalist people and 
poverty for the working-class itself. This theory portrays in the Red Queen novels, which the 
Reds as the proletariat getting oppressed and tries to make their own revolution to free from 




After analyzing the data of class struggle in the Red Queen novel using Karl Marx 
theory, the writer concludes that Red Queen portrays social condition in today’s society that 
reflects the social class distinction and class struggle. Red Queen novel itself symbolizes the 
main character Mare Barrow as a woman that comes from the poor family known as Red, 
who wants to free herself and her fellow reds from the exploitation of the capitalist, known as 
Silver. This social condition is also found in today’s society as portrayed in United States 
where poor people treated unfairly from the richest. The writer found that there is an idea of 
capitalism revealed through two main class societies in this Red Queen novel. In those two 
main classes, inequality happened. The silvers depicted as a bourgeoisie and capitalist class 
that control everything and rule the kingdom and Reds portrays proletariat and working-class 
people that lives in poverty and exploited by the capitalist. This idea of capitalism then leads 
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